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 ‘Hands Across the Water’: 4th Annual Nurses, Midwives & Health Visitors 
Conference: - Gibraltar Health Authority. 

 
Nurses, Midwives & Health Visitors from the Gibraltar Health Authority are  hosting 
this year’s ‘Tri Island’ Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting Conference.  
 
Delegates at last year’s conference, which was held in Guernsey, expressed an 
interest in learning more about the innovations presented by the GHA delegates.  As 
a result, an invitation was extended to hold the event in Gibraltar this year. 
 
The local Conference Steering Group, led by the Deputy Director for Nursing 
Services, Eddie Holmes, has been enthusiastically planning the event for the last 
year.  Their hard work will be recognised on the 8th and 9th September when up to 80 
participants are expected for a two day conference at the O’Callaghan Elliot Hotel. 
 
The 17 overseas delegates are comprised of 8 from the Isle of Man, led by Bev 
Critchlow, Director of Nursing, and 7 from Guernsey, led by Sandra James, Project 
Lead, Health and Social Services Department.  They will be joined by Thomas 
Mende and Michael Schaefer from Germany, who will be jointly presenting on a 
project with the Isle of Man on ‘Reducing infection rates in Hospitals’.  
Practitioners from Guernsey, Isle of Man, Germany and Gibraltar will be presenting 
thirty six different workshops for participants to choose from. These include 
presentations from our local Health Visitor on Baby swimming - outlining an initiative 
by the Health Visitors to teach babies to swim; Staff from GHA Mental Health 
Services presenting progress on their award winning “Activity Centre”, which 
provides recreational and therapeutic activities for mental health patients. Nurses 
with a interest in wound care will be introducing the first GHA Wound Care 
Formulary, (a guide on which products to use for which kind of wound), Wound 
Swabbing Guidelines and updated Wound Care Record Chart.   
 
The Minister for Health and Civil Protection, Yvette Del Agua, who will be opening the 
conference, said:  “this year’s conference programme will prove an excellent learning 
event for all.  Nurses, Midwives and Health Visitors are crucial members of our 
multidisciplinary care team.  Gibraltar is proud to share its achievements in this field, 
to learn form the experiences of others, and to treat the delegates from abroad to our 
generous Gibraltarian hospitality”  
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Dr David McCutcheon, the GHA’s Chief Executive will be closing the conference and 
giving awards for the poster presentations which will be on exhibition throughout the 
two days.   
 
Notes for Editors 

� Conference Programme attached  
� Conference to be opened by Minister for Health & Civil Protection at 9:10am, 

Tercentenary Suite, Basement, O’Callaghan Elliot Hotel. 
� Interview opportunities on the 8th during the lunch break 


